
All fabrics need to be protected against dust, mildew and 
bugs. The biggest problem with these pests is that they  
can do considerable damage before you even know they’re 
there! If you store your garments with care this year, you  
can enjoy them for many years to come. Follow these steps  
to ensure that your clothing emerges in perfect condition 
every season.

Tips for Storing and Protecting 
Seasonal Clothing
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You have probably spent thousands of dollars on your wardrobe; 
isn’t it worth a few dollars to protect your investment?

Step 1: Clean

Always wash or dry clean garments immediately before extended storage to remove mildew spores and insect eggs. Grease 
and food spots might provide a tasty treat for pests so ensuring cleanliness is critical. Any garment, including synthetic, fibers, 
with a food or body oil stain is susceptible to damage.

Step 2: Enclose

Enclose cleaned garments to protect them from damage. Use garment bags and containers to keep clothes safe from pests 
and mold until next season.

Step 3: Repel

Repel pests using one of three of these most popular options:

• Cedar products offer natural protection against damage from moths, mildew and mustiness. The aroma of cedar repels  
  adult moths from wanting to enter that environment to lay her eggs. The amount you need depends on the size of the  
  closet or container that you are storing clothes in and how frequently it is opened and exposed to air and light. If you  
  can smell it, so can the moths. You can rejuvenate aging cedar by rubbing it with a little sandpaper. Or, cedar sprays are  
  available too.

• Herbal repellant such as Moth Away. It comes in convenient sachets that are filled with a blend of natural herbs and is a  
  fresh smelling alternative to cedar and the “moth ball” scent. These sachets provide protection for up to nine months.

• Insecticides containing Para-Dicholorobenzene are a method of choice where you suspect an infestation in order to kill  
  pests. For use in the closet, place mothballs as high as possible. The vapors are heavier than air and will drift downward to  
  provide continuous protection for up to three months. Many of today’s moth insecticides will not linger on fabrics like  
  old fashioned mothballs made of camphor or naphthalene. You can wear your garments the same day! Typically, they’re  
  available in sachets and hangerettes for storage boxes or closet rods.



Frequently asked questions:
Which type of product is best for me?

If you have never had a problem with pests, you should be 
safe using the cedar products with your freshly cleaned  
garments. Be sure that all garments are cleaned before  
enclosing and adding cedar. Otherwise, moths could still 
crawl over from a soiled item and eat a hole in a newly 
cleaned item.

How much do I need?

The amount needed depends on a number of variables.

• How often do you open the closet door or garment bag?

• Are the conditions where you’re storing garments hot  
  or humid?

Your best bet is to let your nose be your guide. If you can 
smell it, it’s working.

If I cleaned my sweaters last year and haven’t worn 
them this year, will they be safe in my cedar closet?

Not necessarily. If an insect crawled in and laid eggs  
during the time they were in your regular closet, putting 
them in a cedar closet won’t do any good. In fact, it could 
infest your entire closet! A cedar closet will repel adult  
moths from entering that space to lay eggs but has no effect 
on eggs or larvae that are already there. Cedar won’t prevent 
moths from eating their way through a number of items in 
the cedar closet. So unless you can clean, enclose and repel 
all your clothes together, you might be better off using an 
insecticide instead.

Will insects eat synthetic fabric?

Yes! Both moths and carpet beetles are attracted to grease or 
food stains. They will eat holes in nylon and other synthetic 
fabrics just to get at stains.

I have a moth problem, but I don’t like using 
insecticides all the time? What do I do?

You might use insecticides in a closet for two weeks to kill 
any insects or larvae then replace it with cedar products. 
Once you have killed the pest you need only to repel new 
ones to be safe.

For additional tips and advice, visit OrganizedLiving.com.
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